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This lecture tackles one of the most consequential and, at times, also one of the most
dangerous conflicts in the 20th and 21st centuries, namely between China (or the People’s
Republic of China) and Taiwan (or the Republic of China). In March, The Economist (2021)
called Taiwan “the most dangerous place in the world” and the question of how to best deal
with China has divided Taiwan’s society more than ever before, leading to a political
stalemate in parliament.

But what lies behind this conflict? Is it about territory or sovereignty? Why is Taiwan so
important for China, and has this always been the case? Why has a smallisland in the western
Pacific been risking to plunge China and the USA into war since the 1950s? What keeps
Taiwan from becoming a recognized state according to international law and has this always
been the case? What have both sides undertaken to make their voice heard and prevail
globally? How does this relationship affect domestic politics in Taiwan? How do the people in
Taiwan and China think and feel about this relationship? And how does it affect people from
other countries if they accidentally get into the middle of the conflict?

To answer these and more questions, this lecture approaches China-Taiwan Relations from
multidisciplinary perspectives, including political science, international relations, sociology,
as well as literature and cultural studies. Students will gain a comprehensive understanding
of the historical origin and evolution of this relationship and its impact on politics and policies,
laws and conventions, as well as on people across the Taiwan Straits and globally. Although
Taiwan is a small island in the Western Pacific, its future, however, has an impact on our
societies at large. A formally declared independent Taiwan, either recognized by other states
or not; a Taiwan forcefully brought under the control of the People’s Republic of Ching; a
peaceful resolution of the conflict or the continued status quo; the ramifications of all options
would also be tangible in our countries.

Approach & Method

This lecture will be run in a blended format using a multidisciplinary approach. It adopts active
pedagogical methods supported by modern technologies, including gamification, project-
based working in small groups, and inverted classroom peer teaching. The students are
provided with a mandatory reading and watching list containing a selection of academic
articles, analyses and other audio-visual materials that provide all students with a general and
common understanding of China-Taiwan relations.

Requirements

As a preparation for the kickoff event in April, students will be provided with a recorded
lecture on the historical relationship between Taiwan, Hongkong, and China to watch and



prepare the following three questions and send them by April 5 to j.marinaccio@fh-
kaernten.at

- List three things you learned in this unit that intrigued you and explain why.

- List two things in the unit that you think are very important and what makes them
important.

- List one question you have about the unit and would like to discuss in class.

After the virtual kickoff, students will form work teams of 2-3 persons (depending on the class
size) to jointly develop a research question related to one specific aspect of China-Taiwan
relations and conduct an analysis as a team. For the onsite intensive workshop from May 19-
20, students must prepare the following tasks:

- Create a bibliography with secondary sources (academic literature, expert analyses,
and other materials of reliable sources) that help answer the group’s research
question. If applicable, students are encouraged to include some primary sources,
such as newspaper articles, cultural productions, historical documents or photos etc.

- Prepare an oral presentation of their group's project that lasts a minimum of 5 and a
maximum of 7 minutes, together with an executive summary (3 pages) of their
research findings.

- Create five questions with multiple answers for a final Cahoot quiz to be sent to the
course instructor before May 1o0.

Grading

Students will be graded based on the quality of interaction in class, the presentation in class,
and the written assignment according to the national grading system 2-5, with 2 being the
lowest and 5 the highest accomplishment.

Meeting Schedule

April 1: Provision of a recorded lecture on the history of Taiwan-Hongkong-China relations to
course participants

April 11 (10-12 am CET): virtual kickoff meeting on TEAMS

May 19-20(9.00-16.00): Onsite intensive workshop (program details will be shared two weeks
before the workshop)

Course instructor and contact
Julia Christine Marinaccio
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences

j.marinaccio@fh-kaernten.at
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