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Faculty of Political Science and Journalism



State, Law, and Politics (2024/25)
Lecturer: Michał Wallner, Ph.D. 
Email address: michal.wallner@mail.umcs.pl

Office hours: Mondays and Fridays from 9:40 to 11:10 (room A.514)
Course duration: 29 November 2024 – 3 February 2025
Grade points: 4 ECTS

Number of hours: A total of 30 hours (of which 15 hours are lectures and the remaining 15 hours are classes). Meetings in the course take place on Mondays from 13.00 to 14.30 and Fridays from 11.20 to 12.50 (room A.108).
Course structure: The course consists of lectures and classes. Lectures alternate with classes. Lectures are given by the teacher or a guest speaker, with opportunity for questions and answers. Classes consist of discussions moderated by the teacher and presentations given by students. Discussions are based on materials provided by the teacher.
Final examination: will be held on 7th of February 2025 and carried out entirely in writing. Students will be asked to provide answers to 10 open questions and 10 single-choice test questions. All test questions have equal value (correct answer = 1, incorrect answer or no answer = 0). Open questions are scored differently (correct answer = 2, partially correct answer = 0.5 or 1 or 1.5, incorrect answer or no answer = 0). To pass the exam student need to get at least 16 points. Mobile phones, laptops, and notes are forbidden. The make-up exam will be an oral exam.
Recommended reading (selected)
( Andrew Heywood, Politics, 5th Edition, Red Globe Press, 2019.

( Robert Hislope & Anthony Mughan, Introduction to Comparative Politics, Cambridge University Press, 2012.

( Stephen D. Tansey & Nigel Jackson, Politics: The Basics, 4th Edition, Routledge, 2008.

Course content
1. Introductory classes

2. What is politics? (Lecture)

- Definitions of politics

3. Discussing politics (Classes)
- Politics as the art of government

- Politics as public affairs

- Politics as compromise and consensus

- Politics as power
4. A crisis in politics? (Classes)
- New politics and anti-politics

- Political engagement and disengagement
- How to restore faith in politics
5. What is the state? (Lecture)
- The concept of the state 

- The definitions of the state

- The features of the state

6. Eclipse of the state? (Classes)

- The challenge of globalization


- Non-state actors and international bodies


- Failed states
*Student presentation: Fragile States Index 2023 (for 1 student, approx. 15-20 minutes)
7. Modern war (Lecture)

- Politics as war 
- Definition of war
8. Case study: the war in Ukraine under international law (Classes)
- Act of aggression and the UN response
- Military assistance from NATO members

9. What is democracy? (Lecture)

- Etymology and definitions of democracy

- Models of democracy
10. A crisis of democracy? (Classes)
*Student presentation: A review of Steven Levitsky’s & Daniel Ziblatt’s book 
How democracies die (for 2 students, approx. 20-30 minutes)
11. The condition of democracy around the world (Classes)
*Student presentations: 
• Democracy Index 2023 (for 1 student, approx. 15-20 minutes)
• Freedom in the World 2024 (for 1 student, approx. 15-20 minutes)
12. Nondemocratic rule (Lecture)

- Defining nondemocratic rule
- Comparing nondemocratic regimes

- Nondemocratic means of control
13. Authoritarianism and totalitarianism (Classes)
*Student presentations:

• Modern authoritarianism – the case of Putin's Russia (for 1 student, ~ 15-20 minutes)
• Modern totalitarianism – the case of North Korea (for 1 student, ~ 15-20 minutes)

14. Study visit at the Majdanek State Museum (Lecture)
Class regulations

• No mobile phone use during classes

• Two student absences are allowed during the semester

• Extraordinary student absences (third, fourth, etc.) should be immediately made up in a form agreed with the teacher

• Absolute ban on using mobile phones during exam

Presentation requirements:

• The presentation is prepared by one student or, in exceptional cases, two students

• Presentations should be based solely on literature recommended or approved by the teacher

• The presentation should last no less than 15 and no longer than 30 minutes

• A multimedia presentation is preferred (to be sure, please save it in various formats, e.g. pdf, pptx, and have it on both a pendrive and your email box)

• Full sentences, long paragraphs, small font, and unexplanatory graphics may not be used on slides

• The student delivers the presentation to the other students and the teacher

Presentation assessment criteria

• Does the content of the presentation match its title?
• Is the presentation properly structured? Has the student presented a presentation plan? Does the presentation include an introduction, proper division of content, summary? Does it include a bibliography? Does the presentation include the author's name and surname?
• Is the student reading or speaking from memory? Does the student use professional terminology? Did the presentation fit within the allotted time?

• Did the students contribute equally to the presentation (in case of two authors)?
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