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I. Legal basis

This revierv was prepal,ed based on the currentl5, applicable provisions of the Act of 20 .Iuly

2018 - Tlre Law on Higlrer Education and Science (.Iournal of l,aws 20l8. itenr 1668. as

alliended). or rather its Art. 187. according to which:

'llle doctot,ul cli.sserlttlitlll present,y lhe t,undidule's generul theorelic,ul kltolrlcclge in lhe

cli,st,ipline ol,disc,ipline,s,ctncl the uhility ltl intlependellh,conduc,t,tc,ienli/ic tll,ttt,tislic,

wol,k".

"ttlt tlt,igiltttl ,;olulictll lo tt,łc,ienti.fic, 1lt,oblenl, ull tlt,igilrul solutitltt in the /ieltl ol u14llying

the ra,s,tits trt one',s tll1,1t,sc,icltlifit,raseutll in the economic ol,,ytlt,iul ,sphera, or an origirutl

ttt,li,slic, uc,hieyclttelil is the suhjec,l ń tlle doclttl,ul clis,se1,1ttlitlll' .
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Taking tlre above into accottlrt. it slioulcl be emphasised that the purpose of the review is to

detertrline rvlretlrer the doctoral dissertatiorr subrrlitted fbr assesstnent rneets the criteria

deflnecl by the legislator. and if so, tcl what extent.

il. Selection and justification of research issues

Tlie dissertation addresses tlre issue of green economy as a corrdition fbr ensuring sustairrable

development of tlre city. The first encounter lvitlr the title of the dissertation leacls to the

conclusion that tlre research probleni undertaken b1, the author of tlre dissertatioll is not only

itnportant. but also extrerrrely cunent. This is deternrined by the dynarrric discussion on the

green transition and related legal. organisational arld f]nancial requirements. not always and

not f-ully accepted. whiclr are brought abou1 b5, the irnplementation of tlre assumptions of suclr

arlrbitious strategies as tlre European Green Deal, In tlris sense. the choice of tlre researcl"l

problenr slrould be assessed unequivocally positively.

Altlrough ftrndarnental research categories such as'green ecollollly'.'strategy'alrd

'sustainable urban developrrrent'" which fbrm the title of tlre dissertation and deternline tlre

approach to the research problem. carry a cefiain load of rvell-understood illterdisciplinarity. it

slrould be emphasised that the5,, place tlris problem w-itlrin tlre disciplirre of intenrational

relatiorrs arrd. to a 1esser extent. the discipline of political and adnrinistrative science and. in

tertns of cerlain elenrenls. tlre discipline of rnanagelnent arid quality strrdies. Tlris is evidenced

by the crucial f-act that '(...) lhere i,; u luc,k of're^s,eu,c,h lhut alubol,ule,ł lhe c,ią,./i,oln the

pcrspeL,tfte o.f ittlplenrcnlulitlll of illlernulitlllul c,tlnc,e1ll tl.f's,tt,s,tttiltuble deyelo1snlenl ąl lhe locul

/cl,ci'(p. 11).

The autlior convincingl5, justifies the selection olresearch issues. ref-errirlg" fbr exan-rple in tlie

introdtrction itself. not on11, to statistical data but also to selected. although representatirle.

literature itenls. The autlror aptly notes:'Tlle sclec,tion o./ the rescttl,c,h problem is jtt.ltiliecl by

llle gl,tllt,illg intllclrlttttce tt c,itia,s oll lhc glohul 0renu.,sitnulluneousĄ,ulongside the enlcrgillg

loc,u|-|eyel chullenges of'urbulli:tttittll., such tt,t pollution, y,0.1le munugemenl, w,ban spruv,l,

hontclcssne,§^t r.../' 1p. l0).

It shorrld be also agreed rvith tlre autlror lhat'y,hilc .stt,:lttillttble clełclopnteltl is tt hnud

c,OtlL,apl, lltc gleen econottll,reprascnls u l,tlt,l,lll,,llt,uleg1, 1o intplcmenl this itlcu' (p.9). 1'he

rł,ay of ttnderstanding this strategy - arrd it slroLrld be enrpltasized tlrat it is relatively capacicltls

in ternrs of'nreatlilrg. although rlot directly expressed by tlie autlror lrerself - correspollds to tlre
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understanding presented by Patsy lJealey. It is abclut a strategy according to w|riclr a specific

territory - alid in tlie analysed case. a cit1, being a sett|emelrt ttnit and a ulrit of local self'-

govemrnent - is'( ...) tt t,tlttt1llex nlixture of notlcs,und nely,ll,k,s, pluc,e,l ulld.flov,s. in vhic,ll

lnultiple relulitlll,s, uL,lil,ilia,s und wilue,y c,o-exi,yl. inlerut,|, ctntbille. cclnflic,|, tlllpl,e,s,; tnld

generule a,eulil,e s1llerg!,' l 
.

The botlr systernic and furrctional connecliotl betrveen stlstainable developlnent and green

econonly arrd placing tlrenr in the context of tlre strategic dirnerrsiot-t of tlre activity of tlre local

government adnririistration (altłlough it is obviotlsly not the only actor in urban polic5,) is a

distinguislring fbature of the revierł,ed doctoral disserlatioll. It slrould be enrp|rasized tlrat this

connection is not incidental" as it is developed by the author iri tlie subsequent chapters of tlie

rłork,

The decision to select the case study - namely Vancouver - although not explicitly highlighted

in the title of the dissertation, deserves an unequivocally positive assessment. The author

rightly draws attention to the fact that Vancouver is assessed, and it is worth pointing out a

number of international raŃings here (p, 9), as one of the global leaders of a modern,

ecologically (environmentally) oriented perspective on thę programming and implementation

of sector-oriented (problem-oriented) sustainable development processes. The focus on

Vancouver is therefore a kind of a 'natural' consequence of the author's literature studies and

field research. In this context, Vancouver appears as a kind of 'laboratory' of phenomena and

processes of diverse political, social and economic provenance which determine the

contemporary understanding of green economy as an ęffective and efficient strategy for

implementing the international concept of sustainable development at the urban level.

III. The structure of the dissertation

Tlre structure cll'tlre ret,ierł,ecl doctoral dissertaticltr tneets tlre classic requirenrents fbr tlris type

of arral_vsis. The dissertation consists of fbur clrapters preceded b1,, an introduction and

supplertlented by a conclusitln. Tlre l,oluI-1te of tlre clrapters is balanced. althouglr tlreir

strllcture is quite diverse. as evidenced by tlre individual strbchapters wlrich consist of even

snraller fiaglnents. Tlris dir,ersiq, is a fully justified rellection of the diversity of tlre issues

r,r,hiclr are the srrbject of tlre author's consideratiolls presented on the fbllorving pages of tlre

dissertation.

l P. Heale;,. ('tlntplexill,tnltl ,sputid stIutegie,r. Ttnru,tls u rutitlnul plttnning./ill,clttl, lime.s. Routledge. Nerv York
2007. p. l.
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Tlre iritroduction. cor'sidered as a fundalrrental part of the doctoral dissefiatio1,1. cotrtains not

only tlre justificatioll fbr tlie clioice of the researclr prob|enr and an overt,ietł,of the key books.

alticles and chapters used b,v the author. but also the research obiectir,,e. two researcl-1

questions and tlre ręsearclr hypothesis.

While the wa5l the research objective is fbrmulatedl'Tlle ntuilt 1rurprls,e of'this t]isserlutittll is

lo re.seul,c,h lloll, lhe internutitlll.ul c,oncepl of's,tt.s,lttillctblc dełelo1lnlenl i.l iln1llentented ul lhe

loc,ul leyel'. p. 10) does not directly indicate tlre search for the connecticlns between this

concept and tlre green economy! the hypothesis clearl1, elnphasizes suclr connections ('If u

cily has u high lcvcl o.f .;ocio-ec,otlomic, develclpntcnl untl u liberul gll|ernmerll, tlle usefillne,ss

d the gl,een eL,0I7otlly ctlll.c,c1ll u,l u nrcclluni,wt.fżr intplentenling stt.slttillable ttrbult

developmcltl i,ł iltu,eu,siltg' . p. 1 l ). It rnight be worth deeperiing the rvay of understanding twcl

tenlts - 'high level of socio-econolrric developtnent' and 'liberal government' whiclr tlre

autlror uses and which play a key role fl"om the point of view of operationalizirrg the research

hypothesis. 1'his postulate does nclt mean that it is diflrcult to deternrine their meaning, On tlre

contrary. in botlr cases. explarrations are provided by tlre analysis of tlre context in which tlrey

are used. Deepening tlre understandirr_tr. holł,ever. seems to be desirable arrd justifled iIl the

selrse that tlre lrunrber of def'initional approaches preselrted iri the extensive 1iterature on tlre

subiect - nanrely the approaclres relatillg to 'socio-ecolrollric developlrrent' and 'liberal

government'- is large etrouglr to provoke tlre selection of detailed interpretation variants.

It should be emphasizęd thń the presentation of the methodological approach used by the

author and a brief description of the individual chapters of the disserlation arę an integral par1

of the introduction. The 'presence' of these elements makes this introduction fully complete.

The first chapter. '7'he Es,scllc,c tl/ lhe ('once1lt of'Sttslttinuble Urbull Devlo;lmelul'. is atr

atternpt to illustrate not only the essence of the 1itle corrcept. but also tl.e conditiorrs fbr its

developrtrent. T'he author ret-ers to selected blrt representatirle literature. reaches fbr specialist

reports and strpplelnents tlre errtire discussioll lvith graphic lnaterials (illustl"atiolrs. niaps) arrd

tables wlrich constitute enriching illustrative nlaterial. It should be errrplrasized tlrat the way of

preserrting the content is not only descriptive. as eviclenced by the fiagnrents with a critical

load (irr the proper sense of tlre word) towards the cited thcoretica| concepts and apprclaches.

IlrrportaIltly. the discussion fbcused on the urban ditnensioll ol sustainable dei,eloplnent is

preceded by the discttssion of a sotnerł,lrat introductor5,, natLlre. refbrrirrg to sustainable

developnlent as suclr.
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The second chapter. 'Grecn Ec,olttlltt1, tt,s u Slrule9y./br lhe Inryllenrcntutitlll o/'Su,s,luinuble

(Jrbun Del,elopntel?/'. is dir,ided into three trrain subchapters in rvlrich tIre autlror disctlsses.

respectively. (1) theoretical approaches to the green ecollollly. (2) greerr econoln}/ indicatclrs"

and undertakes (3) a searclr fbr the connections betrł,een the gleen urbati econonr_v and

sustainab|e urban development. Tlris approach should be considered successftrl. which results

f}orn tl'e lł,ell-thought-out. in a sense. cascading arrangernelrt of the successir,,e content. The

third subclrapter. wlrich seems to be of ke1, illlportance fbrtlris fragrnent of the dissertatiorl. is

\Ą,orth1, of attentior.. It is, fbllowing the exanlple of the last subchapter of tlie flrst chapter.

fbcused on tlre urban |evel w]iich is. aller all, the subiect of the author"s f-undarnental

considerations.

The third chapter. 'trloclel,s of' Suslainuhle Lll,hun Dełeltlpnrclul'. takes the fbrm of the

disctlssion of selected theoretical tlrodels (although. at tlre sanre tirne. witlr ari application

aspect. as evidenced by the practice of functiorring of many local government urrits. including

cities) re|atir'g to what experts irr tlre fleld refer to as effective arrd elTlcient management

(increasirrgly otten governance) of loca| developnrent. Tlre selection of these Inodels

(inclrrdirrg garden city. ecocity. colnpact city. l5-nrirrute city. carbol-t-neutral/zercr-neutral city.

snrart city1 is jrrstif-ied. It rel]ects tlre donrinant approaciles to the isstle in tlre literature. not

orlly typically scientific. but also expert ones. Moreover. the rrrodels cited b1, the autlior are

also in the fleld of interest of practitioners - representatives of local governlnent

adniinistratiotr and their stakelrolders (private and social actors) ilrvolved in tlre process of

lbrlnLrlating and inrplenrenting urban policies. rł,liicli nrakes their selection evelr Irrore

valuable. Assulling tlre nrultitude of potential research approaches presented by

representatives of social scielrces in tlleir publicatioris. it slrould be noted tliat tlle wa1, irr

w,hich tlre models are disctlssed is also correct. The attetrlpt at colrrparative analysis of tlre

analysed models (pp.251-255) is rł,orth notillg. as it also serves as the sunlmary of tlre etrtire

cl-rapter. valuable both in ternrs of knowledge and explanation.

Tlre fburth chapter.'Gl,een Ecolnnll,tl.s,u Slrule1,t,./ol,Sustttincłhle LJrbun Developmen.t: The

Cu,le Stud1, o/ lhe ('ily rlJ l7l1,1c,tlu|er'. plays a key role in achieving the research obiective

dellned by the author. ansrł,eril,lg tlre researcli questions and veritl,ing the research hvpothesis.

Whi|e its flrst part fbcuses on Vatrcou\ler as the strbiect olthe author's scierltiflc exploratioll.

its second part takes the fbrlll ola nruhi-l'actor alialysis of the sustainable developlnent lnodel

illlp|ernented in this cit1, conducted. lvhiclr is rł,orth er-trphasizirrg" in relation to selected

lrrcldels preselited in the third chapter. TIle last subclrapter takes the fbrnr ol an author's
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analysis of the relationship between the green economy concept and the development model

implemented in Vancouver, taking into account, as is clear from reading this fragment of the

worko a broad and therefore complex catalogue of development challenges of multi-sectoral

provenance which the local government administration is facing. It should be emphasizęd that

the author presents not only the current state, but also outlines, albeit cautiously, certain

development prospects (see: strengthening) of these bilateral relationships. Interestingly, the

author also attempts to formulate an answer to the question of whęther, and if so, to what

extent and on what principles, the model implemented in Vancouver can be implemented in

othęr cities. This approach should be assessed positively. The author draws attention to the

relatively extensive catalogue of conditions that must be met so that the §pical Vancouver

thinking about urban development becomes universal and therefore adaptable. The author

thus indicates such elements as: political will and leadership, collaboration and partnerships,

technological innovations, and long-term planning and vision (pp.320-32l).

'fhe entire discussion ends witlr a short, yet conclusive conclusions. in which the autlror

provides answers to the researclr questiolls fbrrlulated irr tlre introduction. lmpofiantly. the

author also verif]es tlre research hypothesis confirnring. based otl the analy,sis ol tlre situatioll

in Vancclttver.lhat'higll lavel,s of ,ulc,io-ec,otlłttllit,dałelopnlcllt ttntl u lihet,ul go|ernnlent ofien

cl,eule dn enyit,tll1nlelil, y,hcl,e lhe clmcept q/ (1 gl,ecn ec,OnOnO,bec,olttcs ilttl,eusingll,usefii

./bl,impleltlen.titlg:;Lt:;luitluhle a,butl dcrelopnlen1' (p,326). This is arr ilrrportant observation

in the sellse tlrat it corrstitutes the essellce of the autlror's considerations presented orr tlre

pages olthe revierved dissertation.

The illlnlallenl part of the work consists of a bibliograph.v (dir,ided irrto fbur llain groups). a

list of illustrations. a list of tables and a list of maps. The fbrnl (transcript) oi in-depth

interviews that tlre author of this dissertatioll conducted in Vancouver nliglrt be rvorth

including in tlre appendix.

The final assessment of this dimension of the disseńation is clearly positive.

IV. Theory and methodology

It is hard to disagree with the statenretrt 1hat the assesslnellt of the tlieoretical arrd

nretlrodological approach used iri the dissertatiolr is tlre ke1, elenrelrt of t|re revierv. rvitlr

partictllar empłiasis olr tlre adopted researclr perspeclive alld the lllanller of usillg a specific set

of researclr metlrods arld teclrniclues. Tliis issue is ilrrportant because it actually delerIrlines the
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ability to conduct scientific research placed within specific traditions and theoretical

approaches and based on purposefully and properly selected instruments.

The authoI,'s considel,ations are enrbedded in the fianrervork of global govemance theory

wtich emphasizes the grorł,irrg role and significance of a broad. arrd in f'act constantly

exparrding. group of actorstaking up activity irr the global arena of influence and dependence.

Tlrese actors not only include nation states as traditional pallicipants in intemational relations.

internatiotlal orgarrizatiołrs created by these states or. finally. transnational corporations

gairring importance because of tl.eir econollic poterrtial, It should be emphasized tlrat the

catalogue ol actors is also supplenrented by cities as sub-state actors. or more precisely. city

goveffln,}ents (nlunicipu1 ."If--government adnrinistrations) wliich. drawing on the possibilities

related to the circulation of resources rł,ithin the triad: public actors (including governntent

actors) - private actors - social actors. take actions that go beyond tlre traditional (classical)

understandirig of cities and their borders. ln other rvords. tlrese activities. ainred at perfbmling

public tasks and. consequentlv. lneeting tlre collective rreeds of local comnrunities tlrat

nlanifbst tlrenrselves in nranl,areas oltlrban policies. constitute tlre essence of the diftcrrlt-to-

ignore transition f1,onr a terlitorial-adrlirristrative approach to an integrated functional

approaclr.

Takirrg the above into account" it slrotrld be noted that tlre author correctly notices and natlles

the deperrdencies observed on tlre line between the transrrational level and tlre local level 1or

rather tlie tlrban level. and considering Vancouver itself - tlre nretropolitan level). Refbrring

first to tlre concept o1- sustainable developlnellt" the author irr lrer next step places it. and very

clearly. in the urban political. econonlic and social reality. It is tlierefbre a kind of tratrsition

fionl the nlacro scale (the afbrerrreritioned concept. developed and detailed by not only nrany

theoreticialrs but also practitiorrers) to tlre nricro scale (Vancouver and the activities of the

nrullicipal 5ę|f'-governnrent adnlinistratiorr which cooperates witlr private actors and social

actors tbcused on tlrban nlatters. illlplernerrtirrg a varianl of the greell approach to

progranrming and ilnpletnelrting local developrrrent processes),

When analysing tlre set of researcli metlrods and teclrlriques used. it should be enlphasised tlrat

it fits into the approac|r to the organisation alrd tlien inlplel-tlentatiolr of research procedures

tl,pical of social sciences, Tlre atttlror sees tlie potential clf. anlong others. conrparatir.,e

anall,sis. docunlents analysis (prinraril1, legal acts and other docutlrents. including city

docunrents). statistical data analysis. case stud1,. but also. rvlriclr caught the revierł,er's
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attentiolr. the in-deptlr interviews nrentiolrec] earlier. As it results frorrr reading tlre dissertation.

the acadenrics frorrr tlre [Jniversity of Britislr Colunrbia (UBC) wele tlre participants of tlre

fbur intervielł,s condltcted as a part of tlre author's researclr stay in vancouver, Tlre

observatiolrs and opit,lit,llls of the research participants sllpported the SWOT analysis of

Vancouver conducted by the author. becoming the asset of tlre dissertation. Altlrouglr the

inlention and manller of using tlie research metlrods and teclrniques are generally

understandable and legible. it would be wortlrwhile to attenrpt a Inore precise characterization

of tl,ose fiagnrents of tlre dissertation in rvlricli the autlror refbrs to the sinrulation rnetlrod

allolł,ing 'to assess tłre replication o1-the pafticular nrodel' (p. 19).

ln sunrnrarv. the theoretica| and rnethodological dimension of the reviewed dissertation nleets

tlre requirernetlts.

V. Sources

Analysing the bibliography (pp. 328-364) one can noticę that the author uses at least four

types of sources. Most of the over 500 sources were prepared in English.

ln addition to tlre arialysis of tlre docttl-nelrts of various provenance (documents nlade available

by. atrrong otlrers. the United Nations, OECD and tlre European Conrlnissicln;. attetltioll is

drarł,n to the fbcus o11 the docunrents resulting frorn tlre activity of the nluriicipal

adtrrinistration of the City of Vancouver. This is. in a sense, a 'natural' and fully iustilled

perspective. especially bearing in nlind tlre subiect of the dissertatiorr. rvhich is to explore the

intricacies of culducting trltlnicipal policy in tlrat cit1,.

Additionall),. tlre autlror uses in tlre dissertaticln not clnly tlre books. clrapters and allicles tIrat

can be described as classics fionr tlre calloll of literature on local developtrrerlt. including

sustairrable loca| developnlent atrd tlre green paradignr. but also those tlrat were published

relatively recentl1,. and tlrus present the resttlts o1' recently conducted scientiflc research.

Ref-erririg to such itenrs allorł,s t|re atrthor to present the latest findings related to tlie issues of

tlre dissertatiorr. This is particularlv inrportant in tlre context of dynanric and tlrerefbre current

translilrt-lratiotls in tlie way clf understanding sustainable local (trrban) developmellt and tlre

green ecolrotlry, ił,lriclr are eIlcottlrtered arid presented by the representatives of varicltts

scierltif]c tlelds. nclt onlv social sciences.
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Ptrblications preserrted via websites constitute a significant part o1'the sollrces used. In this

case. \Ą,e are talking about contribution articles. press releases atrd various infbrnratior-l

presented by public. private and social entities.

Tlre author draws attention to an inrpoftant source. nanlel.v the afbrementioned intervierł,s.

rvlrose participants were acadenrics fionr tlie Urriversity of British Colunrbia (UBC) in

Vancouver.

Considering tl-re above. the selection and use of sources slrould be assessed in an

urnequivocally positive manner. correspołrdirrg to tlre requirements set fbr doctoral

dissertations.

VI. Linguistic and technical layer

The language of the work meets the requirements for doctoral dissertations, although the

author did not avoid stylistic and syntactic shortcomings, especially when taking into account

the formulation of multi-complex sentences. When submitting the work for publication, it

would be worth considering proofreading this §pe of text fragments.

It should be enrphasized that tlre rł,ork. althouglr relatively extensive" is rrot'overly wordy'.

Tlre reader is not 'stuck' in a thicket of statetnents that do not have the appropriate cognitive

or explanatory value. 'fheretbr this is a style of fbrmulating statenrents tlrat deserves

retriewer' s approrral.

Considering the teclrtrical preparatioll of the rvork. i1 is necessary, to enlphasize tlre autlror's

diligence in the tleld ol preparing fbotnotes and bibliographi,. Despite some nrinor

slrclrtconrings (whiclr are really diff]cult to completel1, avoid in the course of work on a

relatively extensive disserlation which \Ą/e are dealillg rr,ith in this case). they are colrerent and

prepared according to one consistently used sclrenre. Tlre author does lrclt use digressive

lbotncltes" which allorł,s ol1e to assufile tlrat all the basic assuIrrptions and statements are

included in tlre basic (nraill) text of the dissertatiolr, Tlre assessment of tlre dissertatioll in tlris

respect is unquestionable.

The table of contents and the lists of illustrations, tables and maps placed in the final part of

the manuscript deserve a positive assessment. It is worth emphasizing that it is the

aforementioned illustrations, tablęs and maps that constitute the 'added value'. Usually
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prepared with due diligence, they not only make the argument clear, but also create a kind of

'support', a significant supplement or reference to the presented assumptions and statements.

In conclusion, the assessment of the linguistic and technicallayer is positive.

VII. Conclusion

Afier a thorough analysis of the doctoral dissertation. I state that it meets the statutory

requirenrents. Tlre author strbrrritted an intelestillg scientific wolk fbl assessnlent whiclr is an

origirral solution to tlie inrpoftant and curretit research problerlr. Considering tlre above as well

as all the parlial assessnlents presented in this review. the f]nal assessment of the doctoral

dissertatiorl 'Green economy as a strategy to acliieve sustainable urban developr'rent' and" at

the salne tinre. tlre conclusion of the review is unequivocally positive.

jń*ł Gl",^a
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