Gerardo Reyes Guzman

gerardo1960@yahoo.com

Researchgate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Gerardo-Reyes-Guzman
Orcid: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9637-942X

Insecurity in Mexico: contemporary issues on violence and migration

Syllabus

Start: May 14, 2024

End: June 11, 2024

Schedule: Tuesday from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm (Polish Time)
Mode: Online

Course Description:

This course addresses topics belonging to the political science field regarding one of the
most important problems in the Mexican government's agenda and a key issue in the
bilateral relationship between Mexico and the United States of America in the 2020s.
Organized crime, expressed in homicides and violence, has bereft Mexico since 2006 and
posed one of the main worries for a good functioning economy and abiding law citizens.
This course will elucidate the main components of this complex problem and the side effects
of the Transnational Criminal Organizations.

Prerequisites: excellent analytical, basic statistics, advanced English, and fluent
communications skills

Objectives:

Students will analyze the phenomenon of organized crime in Mexico and its relationship
with violence and migration to place it in the global arena.

Students will investigate whether there is a relationship between drug trafficking, violence,
migration, and the fentanyl crisis.

Students will debate about the role of democratic systems and the responsibility of
pharmaceutical corporations in the drug crisis.

Students will debate the current migration crisis and how governments tackle the
problem.

Contents:

l. Transnational Criminal Organizations
a. A brief history of Drug Cartel's evolution (from Columbia to Mexico)
b. Mexican organized crime
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c. Cartel del Pacifico and Cartel Jalisco Nueva Generacion
Migration crisis in the 2020s

a. Violence, poverty, and climate change

b. USA demographics

c. Migration waves, routes, and political changes

U.S. Migration Policy

a. From Donald Trump's wall to Joseph Biden

b. Fentanyl overdose crisis

c. Migration and Mexican Drug Cartels: US-Mexico Agenda
d. Invasion or human catastrophe?

Mexico's insecurity problem

a. Homicides and government spending in security forces
b. Conflict zones and corruption

c. The case of Guanajuato

Data on murder and violence

a. Basics statistics

b. Canonical correlation

c. Principal components analysis

Teaching methods

The teacher will perform key presentations related to the topics and coordinate discussion
among the students based on the papers they will be assigned to present.

Students will write a one-page report about a paper previously discussed with the teacher.
This report will have the shape of a newspaper column. Simple space, 11 Times Roman,
title, name, date, and references. The content should be structured into an introduction,
main findings, and results or conclusions.

Evaluation

Presentations: 30%
Weekly reports: 30%
Final exam*: 40%

*The final exam will be oral
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