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The journal aims to follow the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)’s Code of Conduct. In

case of a discovered misconduct on the author’s part, such as plagiarism, falsifying data or
double publication, the journal Editorial Team will call for explanation and then undertake

appropriate steps by following the COPE flowcharts. This may eventually include notification

of authorities at the author’s institution, withdrawal of the article in question and exclusion of

any further submissions by the same author from being processed by the journal.

Authorship

Authorship credit should be based on substantial contributions to conception or analysis and
interpretation of data; drafting the manuscript or revising it critically for important intellectual
content; and final approval of the version to be published.

If the submitted text is fully or partly financed by an external institution or part of an academic
| research project, the author is obliged to publish a statement containing the sponsoring
institution / project details on the manuscript’s first page (e.g. in a footnote or under the

manuscript title).

“Ghostwriting” and “guest authorship”

The following authorship problems should be prevented before submitting a paper:
ghostwriting and guest authorship. Ghostwriting refers to a case when a person who made
substantial contributions to a publication is not credited as an author or, in the case of purely
technical support insufficient for authorship, the person is not acknowledged in a publication.
Guest authorship is the opposite situation, when a person appears in the publication as an

author despite insignificant contribution or even absence from the scientific process.

Contributorship

In case of more than one author contributing to the research, individual contributions
(substantial, not percentage) of each author must be specified in the manuscript (e.g.
Particular authors’ contribution: AB is responsible for the ideas in the research; CD collected the
examples. Both authors participated in drafting the manuscript; or: The following declarations

about the particular authors’ contributions to the research have been made: concept of the study:
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first author; data analyses: second author; writing the manuscript: first and second author). This

information will be published in the article.

Changes in authorship

In accordance with the COPE guidelines, any changes in authorship require written consent of

all authors sent individually via direct email to the Editor-in-Chief. Each of them must issue a
statement on the acceptance of the proposed changes in the authorship of submitted
manuscripts or published articles. The corresponding author takes responsibility for providing
clear reason for the change(s) and should coordinate interaction between the authors and the
Editor-in-Chief. If no satisfactory agreement can be reached among the authors, they must
contact their parent institution(s) for a final decision; the editors take no responsibility to
resolve such disagreements. If a change in authorship pertains to an already published paper, it

will be executed by publishing a correction article.
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relationships are also known as dual commitments, competing interests, or competing
loyalties. These range from those with negligible potential to those with great potential to
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