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The Disintegration of the Middle East
The aim of this course is to bring the participants to an academic level of understanding of the basic political, internal and international problems of the Middle East in the XXth and XXIst centuries.
In order to tackle the above mentioned issues a basic operative understanding of concepts such as nation, nationalism, nation-state, independence, autonomy, irredentism, state building, constitutional and international arrangements and legitimacy must be reached by the participants during the course. Integration and disintegration are also key factors to be analyzed in this framework.
The following historical development will be followed along the course, using political-social and economic axes of analysis to generate an understanding of the Contemporary Middle East and its main problems. 
1. Middle East: operational definitions. Geographical, historical, political, economic, religious, ethnic, linguistic, cultural and more. Orientalism?
Osman Nuri Ozalp, "Where is the Middle East? The Definition and
Classification Problem of the Middle East as a Regional Subsystem in International Relations," TJP Turkish Journal of Politics Vol. 2 No. 2 Winter 2011

Bernard Lewis, The Middle East, London: Phoenix Press, 2000, 3-18.

Edward Said and Orientalism in https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVC8EYd_Z_g

Edward Said, Orientalism, London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1978, "Introduction", 1-36.

2. Was the Middle East ever integrated? The Ottoman Empire and its internal divisions. The Tripoli war and Italian occupation of Libya and the Dodecanese. The Sykes-Picot Agreement and the division of the Ottoman empires. The Arab Revolt in WWI. The Armenian problem. The French and British Mandates. Syria and Lebanon. Palestine, Transjordan and Iraq. Independent states in the Middle East: Turkey and Iran. Transcaucasia and the rise of the Soviet Union: Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia. Central Asia. The British in Egypt. The USA and the rise of Saudi Arabia. The Gulf States.

Donald Quataert, "Why study Ottoman history," The Ottoman Empire 1700-1922, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000, 1-13.	
"Sykes-Picot: Carving up the Middle East" | The Economist in https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HggqlmsiHjA

"WWI Arab Revolt: British Imperialism – Zionism," in https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mb6xxyierrM&list=PLF6lM65O9IThXHIoJKlrxve1NSpPg-88l&index=13&t=0s

Erdal Aydin, "The Role of Nationality in the Genesis of Modern Turkey," 
Electronic Journal of Social Sciences October (2019) - Volume:18 - Issue:72, 1757-1766  

Great War in Transcaucasia. From Ottoman Occupation to the Treaty of Kars. Alessandro Vagnini. Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences 3 (2) May 2012, 93-102.

Josh Pollack, "Saudi Arabia and the United States, 1931-2002," Middle East Review of International Affairs. MERIA. 6 (3) 2002, 77-102	

3. Arab independence. The Zionist Project in Palestine.
Michael Barnett, "Institutions, Roles, and Disorder: The Case of the Arab States System," International Studies Quarterly (1993) 37, 271-296.
Avraham Sela, Political Encyclopedia of the Middle East, Jerusalem: The Jerusalem Publishing House Ltd., 1999.

Raymond Hinnebusch, "Modern Syrian Politics," History Compass 6/1 (2008): 263–285.

4. The Middle East during the II World War. National movements and foreign influences. Iran and Turkey. The modernization of the Middle East. The Polish presence in the Middle East: emigration to Palestine; the Anders Army.
Hedva Ben Israel, "Zionism and the European Nationalism," Israel Studies 8 (1) 2003, 91-104.
Priscilla Roberts, (ed.), Arab-Israeli Conflict. The Essential Reference Guide, Santa Barbara, CA.,Denver, CO., Oxford, ABC-CLIO, 2014. 

5. The foundation of Israel. The Israeli-Arab wars. The Palestinian problem. The Suez Crisis.

Seth Anziska, "Arab-Israeli Wars and US Foreign Policy" Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History. NY: OUP, 2019.
Louis Kriesberg, "Mediation and Transformation of the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict," Peace Research 38 (3) 2001, 373-392.

Nir Kosti, David Ilana Shpaizman and David Levi-Faur, "The Israeli Agendas Project," Comparative Agenda projects, 2019.
6. Nationalisms and the problem of national integration in Libya, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Turkey and Iran. Gamal Nasser and Pan Arabism. The United Arab Republics. Hassan el Bana and Pan Islamism. The Moslem Brotherhood. 
Tamar Mitts, "Terrorism and the Rise of Right-Wing Content in Israeli Books," International Organization, 73 (1) 2019, 203-224

Mohammed Torki Bani Salameh, "Muslim brotherhood and the Jordanian state: Containment or fragmentation bets (1999–2018)?" Asian Journal of Comparative Politics XX(X) 2019, 1-19.

Harchaoui, J., and Lazib, M. (2019). Proxy War Dynamics in Libya. The Proxy Wars Project. https://doi.org/10.21061/proxy-wars-harchaoui-lazib.

Josh Pollack "Saudi Arabia and the United States, 1931-2002," Middle East Review of International Affairs, Vol. 6, No. 3 (September, 2002).

Kim Hua Tan and Alirupendi Perudin, "The “Geopolitical” Factor in the Syrian Civil War: A Corpus-Based Thematic Analysis," SAGE Open, April-June 2019: 1–15.

Mona El-Ghobashy, "The Metamorphosis of the Egytian Muslim Brothers," Int. J. Middle East Stud. 37 (2005), 373–395.

7. The Islamic Revolution in Iran and the war with Iraq. Foreign intervention and national crises. Iran's nuclear development.
Said Amir Arjomand, "Iran´s Islamic Revolution in Comparative Perspective," World politics 38 (3) 1986.383-414.

Harold Rhode, Shiism and Politics in the Middle East
by Laurence Louër, Israel Journal of foreign Affairs VIII : 1 (2014) 149-154.
Patrick Cockburn, "Demonizing the Shia: How the West Perpetuates False Claims about Iran’s Regional Influence," Counterpunch, 14.1.2020

8. The wars of Iraq, foreign intervention and the disintegration of the Iraqi nation state. 1990-1991 (Desert Storm), 2003-2011, war and occupation of Iraq by USA led coalition. The problem of Kurdistan.
The Social Origins of the Iran-Iraq War. Thom Workman, University of York. 1991.

Benjamin Isakhan, The Legacy of Iraq. From the 2003 War to the 'Islamic State,'. Edinburgh: Edinburg University Press, 2016, 1-18.

Lucas Olson, "A Viable Kurdistan. A study of the media debate of Kurdish
Independence," Linnaeus University, 2019, 16-51.

9. The Arab Spring: Tunis, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Bahrein, Jordan. Syria and the civil war. Crises in Lebanon. Sequels of the Arab Spring movements. Socio-economic protest in Israel in the summer of 2011.
Morten Valbjørn, "What’s so Sectarian about Sectarian Politics?
Identity Politics and Authoritarianism in a New Middle East," Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism: Vol. 19, No. 1, 2019, 127-149.

Eitan Alimi, Avraham Sela, Mario Sznajder, Popular Contention, Regime and Transition: Arabs Revolt in Comparative Arab Perspective, Oxford and NY: Oxford University Press, 2016. 
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10. Conclusions. The Middle East today.
Raffaella A. Del Sarto, "Insecurity, Identity Politics, and the Restructuring of the Middle East," POMEPS Studies 34, 2019, 56-63.
Khalil Shkaki, Dahlia Scheindlin, "Role of Public Opinion in the Resilience/Resolution of the Palestinian-Israel Conflict" Palestinian/Israeli Pulse. A Joint Poll (2016-2018). Final Report.


