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Wydział Politologii i Dziennikarstwa



State, Law and Politics
Lecturer: Michał Wallner, Ph.D.
Duration: 13 October 2020 – 2 February 2021
Office hours: Mondays and Tuesdays from 11.15 to 12.45 (online on MS Teams)
Grade points: 4 ECTS

Number of hours: A total of 30 hours (of which 15 hours are lectures and the remaining 15 hours are classes). Meetings in the course take place on Tuesdays from 9.35 to 11.05 at the Political Science and Journalism Faculty building, room A.3.03, starting on Tuesday 13th of October 2020.
Course structure: The course consists of lectures and classes. Lectures alternate with classes. Lectures are given by the teacher or a guest speaker, with opportunity for questions and answers. Classes consist of discussions moderated by the teacher and presentations given by students. Discussions are based on materials provided by the teacher. Students are encouraged to prepare and take an active part in classes. 
The Final Examination: will be held on 9th of February 2021 and will be carried out entirely in writing. Students will be asked to provide answers to ten open questions and ten single-choice test questions. All questions have equal value. In order to pass the exam student need to get at least 11 points. Mobile phones of all kinds, laptops or any notes are forbidden.
Recommended reading: 

( Andrew Heywood, Politics, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.
( Robert Hislope and Anthony Mughan, Introduction to Comparative Politics. The State and Its Challenges, Cambridge University Press, 2012.
( J. Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood, Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases, Oxford University Press, 2016.

( Patrick H. O'Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics, W. W. Norton & Company, 2015. 
Main topics and time schedule:
1.
Indtroductory classes (13 October)

2.
What is politics? (Classes, 20 October) (
- Defining politics

- Politics as the art of government

- Politics as public affairs

- Politics as compromise and consensus

- Politics as power

3.
Political ideas and ideologies – part I (Lecture, 27 October) 

- What is political ideology?

- “Classical” ideological traditions (liberalism, conservatism, and socialism)

4.
Political ideas and ideologies – part II (Classes, 3 November) (
- “Non-classical” ideological traditions (i.a. anarchism, feminism, and ecologism)

*Student presentations

5.
What is the state? (Lecture, 10 November)

- Defining the state

- Monopoly of the means of violence

- Origins and development of the modern state

- Rival theories of the state

6.
The role of the state (Lecture, 17 November)

- Traditional functions of the state

- Modern functions of the state

7.
The minimal state versus the welfare state (Classes, 24 November) (
*Students’ debate: one group of students will prepare and present arguments in favour of the minimal state while the other group will do the same for the welfare state

8.
Political legitimacy (Classes, 1 December) (
- Traditional, charismatic, and legal–rational authority

- Legitimation crises and revolutions

- Democratic legitimacy

9.
Democracy (Lecture, 8 December)

- Defining democracy

10.
Models of democracy (Classes, 15 December) (
- Direct democracy and representative democracy

- Consensual democracy and majoritarian democracy

11.
Nondemocratic rule (Lecture, 22 December)

- Origins of authoritarianism and totalitarianism

- Key features of authoritarianism and totalitarianism

12.
Debating totalitarianism (Classes, 12 January) (
*Student presentations:

•
Presentation of the book Animal Farm by George Orwell

•
Presentation of the book Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell

13.
Study visit at the Majdanek State Museum (19 January)

14.
Representation, Elections and Voting (26 January, Lecture)

-
Representation

-
Elections

-
Voting behaviour

15.
Party politics (Classes, 2 February) (
- Party politics

- Party systems

- Decline of parties?
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