	Module name
	Philosophy – General Introduction (哲學概論)

	Language of instruction
	English

	Semester
	Winter/Summer

	Prerequisites
	None. Introductory course.

	Erasmus code
	PL_UMCS_Phil_33

	Educational outcomes verification methods
	Written essay

	Description
	The course is meant as a general introduction to philosophy, especially targeted at Chinese students. It covers the main issues of both Eastern and Western philosophy. The first part of the course presents philosophy from a historical perspective, focusing on main philosophical schools and thinkers: Pythagoras, Socrates, Cynics, Aristotle, Epicureans, Stoics, Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, Vedanta, Descartes, Kant, Marx, Nietzsche Wittgenstein The second part focuses on some of the main problems of philosophy: structure of reality, cognition, mind, language.

	Reading list

	Frederick Copleston, A History of Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction
Roger Scruton - Modern Philosophy: An Introduction and Survey

	Educational outcomes
	Knowledge:
Students know the main issues of philosophy
Students know main philosophical theories and concepts.

Skills: 

Students are able to critically discuss the main problems of philosophy. 

Students are able to use terminology relevant to issues connected

With philosophy.
Attitudes:

Students appreciate the role of philosophy
Students critically assess the role of philosophy in personal life. 


	Practice
	None


	A list of topics
	1. Socrates

2. Cynics
3. Plato
4. Aristotle
5. Stoics
6. Buddhism
7. Vedanta
8. Confucianism
9. Daoism
10. Descartes

11. Kant

12. Marx

13. Nietzsche

14. Wittgenstein



	Teaching methods
	Lecture

	Assessment methods
	An essay on selected topic


