	Module name
	Introduction to the Study of Religion

	Language of instruction
	English

	Website
	

	Prerequisites
	None

	ECTS points hour equivalents
	Contact hours (work with an academic teacher): 30
Non-contact hours (students' own work): 60
Total number of ECTS points for the module: 4 ECTS

	Educational outcomes verification methods
	Oral exam

	Description
	The lecture introduces you to key approaches in the study of religion. These approaches co-create four different perspectives of the study: traditional / philosophical and theological, social / cultural, individual / experimental and evaluative. The indicated perspectives include: (1) philosophical and theological concepts, both Western and Eastern, (2) anthropological and sociological theories, in particular functionalist ones, (3) phenomenological and psychological approaches, (4) standpoints criticizing the presence of religion and revealing it importance.

	Reading list

	J. R. Hinnels [ed.], The Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion, Abingdon and New York, 2005

H. Rodrigues and J. S, Harding, Introduction to the Study of Religion, Abingdon and New York: Routledge, 2009

	Educational outcomes
	 Knowledge 

Students know the main approaches in the study of religion. 

Students know the main currents, standpoints, and trends in the study of religion. 

Skills 

Students can reconstruct the major philosophical, sociological and psychological theories of religion. 

Students are able to analyze critically the main tendencies in the study of religion. 

Attitudes 

Students appreciate the role of the study of religion 

Students acquire critical attitude towards the achievements of the study of religion. 



	Practice
	None


	A list of topics
	1. Early Greeks and Eastern concepts of religion
2. Eastern Philosophy

3. Christian philosophy and theology

4. Philosophy of religion

5. Wittgenstein

6. Themes in anthropology of religion

7. Social-functionalist approaches

8. Early psychology of religion

9. Religious experience

10. Phenomenology of religion

11. Buddhist approach

12. Mysticism

13. Cognitive study of religion

14. Old and new atheism

15. Religion without churches

	Teaching methods
	Lecture

	Assessment methods
	Oral exam


